Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting 4 – Meeting Notes (Issue 2)
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	Agenda:
	· Apologies

· Notes from 3rd Meeting (11th June 2013)

· Update from Chair
· Planning Issues
· Update from Focus Groups
· Questionnaire
· Way Ahead

· AOB & Date of Next Meeting


	1.
	Apologies
	Actions

	
	Bob Pearce & Patrick Constable.
	

	2.
	Notes from 3rd Meeting (11th June 2013)
	

	
	The notes of the last Neighbourhood Plan Working Group Meeting were discussed and approved. 
	

	3.
	Update from Chair

BD provided an update on the Parish Boundary; there will be an 8 week general consultation period.
	

	4.
	Update from Focus Groups
· NP was conducting a survey of current housing stock.
· BD is to consult Jo Witherden and Sally Lloyds-Jacob.
· JE has sent out a questionnaire to small businesses, but none have yet been returned.
	

	
	There was a general discussion of village matters which might affect planning, including:

a) Village Hall:  Does the village want a new Village Hall? How would a new hall be funded? Is it freehold? Should the current site be used if a new hall is built elsewhere?

b) Is there a need for a recreational area? 

c) Nature reserve linked with development.

d) Retirement home.
e) Speed watch monitoring traffic. 
	

	5.
	Questionnaire
	

	5.1
	Questionnaire – Initial Draft (see attached copy)
	

	
	The questionnaire was discussed but there was no real consensus and views varied.  Some considered it to be about right, others that it was too short, and others that it should be more detailed.  Some thought it should be kept broad ranging others felt that detail was necessary.
It was agreed that a revised questionnaire would be needed, possibly in two stages, with a short and relatively simple questionnaire first, possibly only one page, followed by a more detailed one after the results of the first have been assessed.
	

	5.2
	Questionnaire - Scope
	

	
	The scope of the first, shorter, questionnaire was discussed.  BD suggested that it should focus on the core issues of planning and housing.  NP proposed that issues that could be excluded at this stage would include footpaths and road maintenance.  

There was also a view that questions should be general at this stage and not specific to any area or possible scheme.  BD pointed out that we do not impose views on the village, but ask for theirs.

It was suggested that we refer to the Neighbourhood Plan Guide, and use that to help identify format and content, and to ensure that, for example, we explain what will happen to the results.
	

	5.3
	Questionnaire - Housing
	

	
	BD pointed out that, currently, the planning authority is against houses being added to village.  New housing would require detailed and extensive analysis of the environmental impact, such as traffic flow and the risks and problems associated with increased traffic in the village.

BD said that we could simply ask if people want more housing.  JE proposed that we ask (a) if people want more housing and (b) if so, what sort.  PhC pointed out that affordable housing could be required, if it was demonstrated that there was a need.  

SC highlighted the differences between affordable and social housing, and suggested that we be wary of introducing problems that may come with new social housing.

BD also suggested that we could address the possibility of self build projects.
	

	5.4
	Questionnaire - Village Hall
	

	
	It was pointed out that, before considering ways of providing a replacement Village Hall, we need to have a view on the desire for a Village Hall at all.

A survey of the current Village Hall indicates that the main framework and cladding are probably good for another 10 years.

PhC said that the Village Hall committee are in favour of replacing the Village Hall.  This might involve transferring the freehold of the car park from the Sherborne Castle Estate with a view to building houses on the site, as has been done at Stourpaine and Leigh.  

Alternatively, if the funding could be obtained, a new Village Hall could be rebuilt on the current site.  CE pointed out that the latter has the merit that the key services are already in place.

If an alternative site were to be considered, several locations could be considered.  NP suggested that land west of the Nursery School would be suitable.
	

	5.5
	Questionnaire – Other Questions
	

	
	Other possible questions that were considered included identifying the age brackets of those responding, and possibly their connections to the village and surrounding area.
	

	5.6
	Questionnaire - Production, Distribution and Collection
	

	
	Production and Distribution
	

	
	The format of the questionnaire was discussed, including the use of maps and photographs.  The use of the Parish Council website was also considered possible.
	

	
	CE asked if we should be targeting households or individuals.  NP said that it should be households.

It was considered possible to get names and addresses from the electoral roll - KB has a copy of the Feb 2014 Electoral Roll.  NP asked if we could use it and KB believed that it would be acceptable for Parish Council business; he added that it only has names and addresses.

KB asked if we should address individuals at addresses or simply “The Occupier”; JE believed that items addressed to The Occupier might be discarded as junk mail.

PhC asked if West Dorset Council might be able to help with production and distribution and it was felt that this might be possible.
	

	5.7
	Collection and Way Ahead
	

	
	It was suggested that the planning group look at questionnaires which other villages have produced.  It was felt that after the questionnaire was sent out, it should be followed up by a meeting in the Village Hall.
BD said that, once we have the responses we will need to analyse them, then formulate an action plan.  However, he pointed out that the way ahead would depend on the degree of interest reflected in the numbers responding; for example, 3 responses would be very different to 160, say.
	

	6.
	AOB & Date of Next Meeting
	

	6.1
	AOB
	

	
	NP said that self-funding superfast broadband has been looked at, but it appears that it would be very expensive.
	

	6.2
	Date of Next Meeting (DONM)
	

	
	It was hoped that a questionnaire might be issued by Easter or the end of April.  The DONM would be arranged once we had responses to the questionnaire back, but would probably be at some time in June.
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