Informal review of the Holwell Neighbourhood Plan 

March/April 2018
We have prepared a draft of the Holwell Neighbourhood Plan for you to review.   The Plan document contains policies on housing, employment and business development, community facilities and infrastructure, landscape, environment and design standards; the policies are detailed below.
The information in the Plan has been collated from evidence collected from you and a range of other sources throughout this process and it details the number and locations proposed for open market housing and how we wish Holwell to be treated in the future
What happens next?

After this review has taken place, we will consolidate all your feedback and adapt the Plan as appropriate so we can produce a pre-submission version of the Plan which will be presented to the Parish Council at their meeting in May.   Just a reminder that this is not the formal consultation process – that will happen when the Pre-Submission Draft Plan is agreed with the Parish Council.

Access to the Plan documents

We are holding Open Sessions at the Village Hall on Thursday 29th March, Saturday 31st March and Thursday 5th April 2018 so that you review the document in person.   You can also review the documents on line at the Parish Council website and, to ensure your feedback is considered,  please ensure you complete a feedback sheet and return it to us.
All feedback forms need to be returned by 7th April please
If you require any more information please

· visit the Parish Council website www.holwellparishcouncil.co.uk/neighbourhooodplan, 

· write to us at holwellneighbourhoodplan@gmail.com
· contact a Parish Councillor or member of the Working Group 
· or write to the Parish Clerk - Sarah Mitchell, Hartmoor Farm, Pulham, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7ED  Email: holwell@dorset-aptc.gov.uk.
DRAFT POLICIES, MARCH 2018
Policy H1: Amount and Location of New Housing (SUS1)
Provision is made for up to three (3) new build, open market dwellings to be developed in Holwell during the Plan period (to 2031), through allowing one dwelling on each of the identified sites allocated in this Neighbourhood Plan and shown on the map at Appendix G.  

This development will supplement the Local Plan policies that support affordable housing, rural workers dwellings and affordable housing rural exception sites.

The sites selected for new build, open market housing are as follows:

· Site between Roseacre & Newhaven, Fosters Hill.

· Plot adjacent to The Rectory, Pulham Road.

· Westbourne.

The following site would be selected if one of the three above was found to be unsuitable at some future stage:

· Site adjacent to Gunville House.

Policy H2 : Affordable Housing – Exception Sites (HOUS 1 and HOUS 2)
The site to the rear of 7 and 8 The Plot (as shown on map at Appendix H) is identified as the preferred location for a rural exception site for affordable housing for local people, should the need arise within the plan period.

The site would be developed for 100% affordable housing, in accordance with the local plan policy for rural exception sites. A legal agreement will be sought with the developers and providers of affordable housing to ensure that it remains affordable in perpetuity and allocations are prioritised to people with a local connection to the parish of Holwell.

Policy EB1: Locations for Employment and Business

New employment premises and built tourist accommodation should either:

· be well-related to existing buildings and the highway network, or

· be part of a farm diversification scheme, or

· 

re-use an existing building

and should avoid adverse social or environmental impacts that would clearly outweigh the potential economic benefits, through:

a) having good road access, avoiding routes through residential or other sensitive areas where 
significant traffic movements would be detrimental to the living conditions of residents or cause 
harm to designated heritage or other environmental assets, 

b) not generating noise, pollution or other effects which would cause harm to the living conditions 
of nearby residents or harm the enjoyment of public areas,

c) ensuring the scale, massing, design of new premises is not incongruous in the landscape, taking 
into account mitigation provided by landscaping.

Policy C1: Important Community Facilities 

Community facilities listed below should be retained where possible, and every effort should be made to work with the local community to investigate potential solutions to avoid any unnecessary loss of these valued facilities and services. Proposals that would allow such facilities to modernise and adapt for future needs, including complementary facilities that would support their long-term viability, are encouraged.
· Church and churchyard 

· Village Hall 

· Nursery School

In addition to those listed above, proposals for new facilities will be supported, provided the site is well-related to an existing building, subject to consideration of environmental, road safety and amenity concerns.

The network of public rights of way will be safeguarded, and improvements to provide safer and more accessible routes will be supported.

Policy E1: Locally Important Views

The important public views, as identified in Table 1 and shown on MAP are to be respected.  Development that would significantly intrude and impact on their enjoyment, by virtue of scale, massing, design or location, will be resisted.

Policy E2: Locally Important Green Spaces, Wildlife and Landscape Features

All woodlands, veteran trees and the wildlife areas identified on map at Appendix J should be protected and managed to sustain them in the long term.  Where their loss cannot be avoided, suitable replacement planting that will provide a similar landscape and wildlife benefit should be secured.

Where development is proposed, native hedgerows and mature trees should be retained where possible, or replanted if there is a specific reason why they cannot be retained.   

Development that would noticeably detract from the rural character of the lanes and tracks in the parish will not be supported.  

All landscaping schemes should be in sympathy with the existing natural landscape and native flora, including the preservation and strengthening of existing wildlife corridors

Policy E3 : Buildings and Structures of Local Importance 

Where feasible, identified Locally Important Buildings and Structures (as shown in Appendix N) should be retained, and development should respect and not detract from their contribution to the historic and architectural character of the area.

Policy E4: Design 

Any future development will be designed to reinforce the distinctive rural character of Holwell parish.  This should include reference to and consideration of all of the key characteristics, as described in Table 3
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